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Our Inspiration D

Dr. K.H.Gharda

Chairman, Gharda Foundation

"Knowledge converted through products to wealth for the good of society."- Dr Gharda

About Dr. Gharda

Keki Hormusji Gharda, born in Mumbai on 25th September 1929, is a prominent Indian Chemical
Engineer, Chemist and entrepreneur. He is the Founder, Chairman & Managing Director of Gharda
Chemicals Limited, an R&D based company with business interests in agro-chemicals, polymers and is
actively pursuing entry in the market for high performance pigments.

Dr. Gharda is an alumnus of St. Stanislaus High School, Bandra, Mumbai. Dr. Gharda acquired Bachelor's
degree in Chemical Engineering in Mumbai; he then obtained Master's degree in Chemical Engineering
and Ph.D. from University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. He worked as a Lecturer in University of Oklahoma.
After returning to India, he started teaching at University Department of Chemical Technology (UDCT);
now known as Institute of Chemical Technology (ICT). Alongside part-time teaching at UDCT, he also did
consultancy for chemical industry.

Dr.Gharda married to Aban, a graduate from St. Xavier's College and Ph.D. from University of Mumbai.

Upon Dr. Gharda's return to India, he established Gharda Chemicals, which is today one of the largest
agrochemical company in India. For his contribution to Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Dr. Gharda
is a recipient of the 'Chemical Pioneer' award from American Institute of Chemists, Philadelphia, USA in
2004. He also got award from the Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) for
Research & Technology for the development and commercialization of Poly Ether Ether Ketone (PEEK) at
the hands of the then President of India, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam. In 2016, Dr. Gharda was awarded one of the
highest civilian award "PADMASHRI" for his distinguished services in the field of Trade & Industry.

In 1996, Dr. Gharda set up philanthropic organization viz. Gharda Foundation and in 2007, he started
Gharda Institute of Technology. Gharda Foundation also runs a 20-bed hospital, mobile dispensary,
conducts AIDS awareness, family planning, health camps, etc. Gharda Foundation also provides
microfinance and promotes self-help groups for village women.

In the memory of his late mother, Dr. Gharda has opened “Bai Ratanbai Gharda Memorial Library" at
Bandrain Mumbai.
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